France and her Allies           221
influence, an Italian influence, and a French influence, and
there is gradually beginning to be a Communist influence
amongst the youth who feel that they have no chance under
a regime run so completely on bureaucratic lines.
There are old French Catholic families who are to be
found in districts where their ancestors have lived and
ruled for centuries. Amongst them are some of the most
prominent internationally-minded Catholics in Europe.
They have given much of their time to work in the League
of Nations, and there is little they do not know about the
League from studying at Geneva (which is so near their
homes) all the reports on every subject discussed there.
Sitting in the evenings, overlooking the Lake, I have
often talked of these problems, trying to look at them
from a Catholic point of view. I have first mentioned
Catholic Action, and the rather unkind comment made
by one of the best-known Catholics in the world to-day
was: "It seems to me you are a better Catholic to-day if
you vote Catholic than if you practise your religion/'
Others felt that the Catholic Church is about to undergo
a long period of persecution and of distress throughout
the world. They thought this was not in the least necessary,
but that there were new menaces approaching the world
to-day, such as Communism, Naziism and the like, which
the Church was meeting with an outworn organisation,
and with out-of-date methods. Here I joined in with some
more optimistic ideas. I referred to the New World and
the democratic outlook of Catholicism there: I pointed
to the youth being educated throughout the world in
Catholic principles, and I wondered if it was not possible
that a combination of broader-minded youth and up-to-
date America would force the Vatican to alter its methods